
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

July 12, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 

10:00 AM Conference Call – Legal Matters - WSAC  

10:30 AM Public Hearing – Road Vacation, Unused portion of LaGrange Road & LaGrange Cutoff Road –  

Verlene Hughes 

11:00 AM Update – Public Works Administration– Josh Thomson 

11:30 AM Bid Opening – Traffic Sign and Post bid opening 

  1:30 PM Board of Health-Public Health Building -1234 2nd Ave South, Okanogan 

  3:00 PM Public Hearing – Interim Zone Code – Planning Department 

  5:00 PM Approve Consent Agenda 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on July 12, 2016, 

with, Commissioner DeTro Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy, 

and Laleña Johns Clerk of the Board present.  

 

The Board of Okanogan County Commissioners convened at 9:00 AM. 

 

Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 

Albert Lin, Tanya Craig, Debi Hilts, Perry Huston 

 

Items Discussed: Claims comparison by county by 5-year period was provided; Criminal 

Justice Billings and city contact changes; Human Resources FSLA threshold issue with 

new hires coming into the position; paying exempt salary wage versus paying overtime for 

the time the employee works over a 40 hour week. Dennis Rabidou working on getting 

info to Ms. Hilts which would show the approx. overtime the employees put in. Until the 

info is received we won’t know if dropping exempt status will be more of a budget impact 

than paying overtime. When Ms. Hilts talked with Dennis Rabidou, he tried to make her 

request about the commissioners wanting to micro-manage his department rather than 

what it was, which was her actually trying to get cooperation to obtain employee work 

information to comply with state law. Evaluations appear not have not been completed for 

many department employees. BLR training and presentations for employees was 

discussed. District Court small claims Complaint filed regarding primitive road conditions 

causing tire punctures; Commissioner Kennedy input that she had received information 

about numerous people having multiple flats on other primitive county roads on the 

reservation who have not filed claims. The issue to consider and must be proven is 

whether or not the county was negligent and whether or not the county exercised 

reasonable care. Fairgrounds Cub Cadet repairs approval request. A quote was received. 

Larry Campbell has been using his personal vehicle to get around on the grounds. 
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Commissioner Campbell asked about compensating him for the use of his personal 

vehicle. Without a cost allocation plan it would be difficult to justify, Commissioner 

Kennedy cautioned. Comments received regarding how well the Fairgrounds look this 

year has been received. Someone was doing Brodie’s at the fairgrounds and police were 

called. The camping contracts are up to date and out for the 2016 Fair. Vendor contracts 

are about 85% completed with communications getting better between the Fairgrounds 

office and FAC. She still doesn’t have the maintenance forms she needs. Ms. Hatley has 

been contacting them with deadlines for the maintenance but no one has responded. 

Wrist bands still have not been ordered as the Chairperson has not been responsive to 

her emails. Commissioner Kennedy would like Larry Campbell to measure the South 

fence and area to be added on to then the bids can be solicited for. The FAC would like to 

be able to make copies in the fair office when they need to. Commissioners would like the 

copies tracked and cost billed to Fair budget. 

 

Motion Repair Approval Fairgrounds Cub Cadet 

 

Whereas, fairgrounds staff was directed to obtain a quote for the repair of the Cub Cadet 

that was stolen and damaged and whereas Okanogan Truck and Tractor Inc provided a 

quote for the repairs that included labor and parts.  Commissioner Kennedy moved to 

approve the facilities request for Okanogan Truck and Tractor to repair the Cub Cadet in 

the amount of $2,121.84. Motion seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Conference Call – Legal Matters - WSAC RCW 42.30.110 (1)(g) 

Commissioner Campbell moved to go into executive session at 10:05 a.m. for 30 minutes 

inviting Rob McKenna to discuss legal matters to which the county has become a party. 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioners exited executive session at 10:30 a.m. no decisions were made. 

 

Public Hearing – Road Vacation, Unused portion of LaGrange Road & LaGrange 

Cutoff Road Josh Thomson and Verlene Hughes 

 

Commissioner DeTro opened up the hearing to staff. Ms. Verlene Hughes provided her 

staff report. Engineer has examined the right of way and reported on the vacation, 

attached. Notice was published in the legal newspaper of record and posted at several 

locations. No public comments have been received to date. Commissioner Campbell 

stated these are portions of the road not necessary for public use. Engineer Thomson 

stated that these roads do not fit any engineer alignment. The land owners have been 

contacted adjacent to the proposed road.  

 



COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS July 12, 2016 Page 3 

 

Commissioner DeTro closed staff and opened up to the public, seeing no public he closed 

to public and opened up to commissioner discussion. 

 

Motion Final Order of Vacation LaGrange Cutoff and LaGrange Road 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the Final Order of Vacation for the OCR 3070 

LaGrange Cutoff and OCR 3031 LaGrange Road vacations. Motion was seconded, all 

were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Update – Public Works Administration– Josh Thomson 

 

B-3 & B-15 Project 

Status 

2-Week Advertisement 

Construction funding supplemental July 18th 

Bid Opening August 8-Award August 9 

Engineer Thomson gave a brief update on the B-3 and B-13 bridges project. He explained 

the status. Good news.  

 

Bid Opening – Traffic Sign and Post bid opening 

Josh Thomson, Kenney Stanley 

 

Commissioner DeTro stated the time for receiving bids is past. Three bids were received 

and opened. Engineer Estimate was $80,850.  

 

Intermountain Sign and Safety 

Total $65,166.41 

 

Newman Signs Inc Jamestown, North Dakota 

All or none bid. Total $54,356.38 

 

TSSCO Portland Oregon 

Total $61,808.36 

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked how many signs were being made; there are about 1203 

or more signs being made. Why are we putting this out to bid? Mr. Stanley replied this is a 

sign safety project for areas 1, 3, and 4 on 2009 roads which we generally do not get 

funds for and this is 100% funded with no county match. This is for the purchase of the 

signs not the installation. We would not have the manpower to build that many signs.  
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Ken Stanley updated the board on the status of the truck driver who will not be returning 

to work due to medical reasons.   

 

Engineer Thomson explained PW does not have the legal authority to remove certain 

signs along county roadways. He would like to get the word out to the area supervisor’s. 

The board agreed they should be aware of this rule. 

 

Board of Health-Public Health Building -1234 2nd Ave South, Okanogan 

All three Commissioners attended the board of health meeting. The agenda packet was 

printed and provided to them for the meeting.  

 

Public Hearing – Interim Zone Code – Planning Department 

A sign in sheet was circulated and the room began to fill up with citizens.  

 

Commissioner DeTro opened up the hearing and explained the protocol for testimony. He 

called the meeting to order. Mr. Perry Huston explained the subject is the revised zone code. 

The Okanogan County began revisions prior to April 16, 2007 and here we are at the final 

step. Before he went into the high points, he covered the process. Written comments have 

been submitted through the course of the past months. Additionally time has been set aside 

for continuance. There is also the deliberation once all the information has been exhausted. 

Staff will ask for direction in terms of the findings, conclusions. The board will repeal the 

interim zone ordinance will need to be rescinded as well as considering the moratorium.  

 

Mr. Huston covered some of the major changes i.e. Nightly rentals revisions etc…... Maps 

and changes were discussed as suggested by the Planning Commission. Marijuana 

operations were recommended as conditional use permit adoption forward plays by the rules 

those in the previous follow previous rules.  

 

Environmental assessment was done on the zone code. The analysis took into account the 

total land use activity and on the ground growth patterns were considered as were impacts of 

a variety of alternatives such as the Methow area. On the reservation, that land retained the 

old minimum requirement district. There was no perceived need to make any changes to that. 

The impacts of existing regulation with the proposed they also do not believe will result in 

adverse impacts.  

 

The commissioners have received the record of the Planning Commission as the COB has for 

the record.  

 

The sign in sheets were gathered for testimony. Three minutes is allowed. 

 

Tim McCormack thanked the Antoine Creek Farms Cannabis provided employ up to 30 

people during harvest. He wanted to demystify the product he brought marketing media to 
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show the commissioners. His larger vision is to support this business we must derive some 

kind of tax revenue. He suggested the board lobby for the tax revenue and the county should 

be benefiting more from this product. He doesn’t see why it isn’t a world class agriculture 

crop.  

 

Brian Deplace Methow Citizens Council. He read from his prepared comment. He has already 

articulated some of the concerns already submitted. He discussed water shortage. There has 

been progress in downsizing lots in that area, but there are areas with increased density that 

could potentially impact others. Limited water and resources in these areas. 

 

Phil Milan Winthrop. All the MVCC members were put on our website and he thinks it is 

ludicrous. Those that do not receive permits will be losers. He discussed density. 

 

George Zittle Mr. Little took the time to speak to his neighbors he has four of them. He 

described them. The problems expressed is parking leaving litter and devalued property, 

alarms at night, the smell is so strong it permeates inside his house causing headaches, 

black plastic visually distasteful, minimum acreage suggestion. He is not against marijuana 

production but believes there should be rules. His neighbor was accepting to his suggestion 

to do something about the ugly fence. He believes there is something that can be done. He 

believes the BOCC could have steered this in a different direction when it the state warned 

this was happening. He thinks it can be done correctly. Medical Marijuana growers must not 

allow the smell to affect neighbors. He is asking the board not to bury their heads in the sand 

and fix this problem. Operations should not be allowed to be so close to neighbors.  

 

Karen Zittle do not adopt as recommended. She called to find out how the Planning Dept. will 

deal with each CUP separately. As landowners they have lost a sale of property because of 

this. This is not the answer.  

 

John Willet Mazama thanked the commissioners for their work on this and getting through the 

process. It is tough. He spoke about nightly rentals. He would like this issue under control. His 

nightly rental was permitted in the 90’s he has a letter from the department that says 

17.14.115 provision that nightly rental already in business would be grandfathered in he 

would like to see that grandfathered in and moved forward. The marijuana smell was 

discussed. We start making precedence on smell regulation we are an ag community and 

smells are everywhere. The grandfathering of an amortization period for nightly rentals was 

discussed but not for marijuana inconsistencies.  

 

Erin James Tonasket Marijuana farmer. His operation is unique due to planting seeds. He 

uses no plastic, no lights, and nothing but compost and water. He has a hard time viewing 

cannabis as something other than agriculture. He is sorry we are in this position. Due to the 

restrictions of WSLCB, they are only allowed certain foot print for the grow. The prime ag soils 
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are in the valley and most with any kind of crop will have odor. There is nothing they can do to 

mitigate the smell. He would like the county to identify marijuana as agriculture. 

 

Alison Barnham Tonasket Veranda Beach Accountant. She discussed regulation. Hemp is 

agriculture but cannabis isn’t but should. Conditional Use permit is supported but needs to be 

an administrative CUP so as not to open it up for different standards. There is over 60 

growers in the county and contribute to the county economy through support of local 

businesses.  

 

Peter Nansen Omak. He covered one topic of calling Hemp and Cannabis. A huge mistake 

for a government to use language that doesn’t mean anything. The state dealt with the term 

manufacturing in order to get around the tax benefits given to those in agriculture. L&I is clear 

that it is an agriculture business. There is distinctions made for tax purpose and is agriculture 

in there eyes. The point is don’t do something that is a dumb idea. It is agriculture plain and 

simple. Producer is purely agriculture. What we are growing in the dirt pulling weeds and it is 

agriculture don’t call it manufacturing. There is no distinction between the two types of strains 

they are grown the same. 

 

Kathleen Gardan Nightly rentals. Since 1982 Central Reservation has been renting licensed 

homes. They turn down a lot of people due to no license. Reservation companies are all over 

the world. They are easy to identify illegal homes. Methow Valley district won’t expand the 

licensing so expand the regulation. She said the BOCC has done a great job so far. 

 

Michael Drexler. Thanked the board for taking on this issue. His position is the conditional use 

permit would be a detriment. They plan to shell out $500,000 just to harvest. That is a lot of 

investment for that to just go away. Highway 7 has many eye sore properties that devalue 

neighboring property. If the county is looking at revenue, we should look at fining people who 

do not comply.  

 

John Hayes Land Use planner in Methow. He stated there is an opportunity to voice opinion 

and one subject is the Nightly rentals. WE started them in 1982 and realized they had to be 

an alternative outside the town. The alternative that was offered by Planning Dept. was there 

were minimum lot standards 20 acre or greater with incentives built in. They looked at the 

caring capacity of those in town and outside town. It built the community. They offered access 

to the trail which is the economy base. He appreciates what the Planning Commission did. 

The enforcement is simple and that was a simple letter for the DPA to the offending property 

informing them that tax revenue is due to the county and state for the occupancy and ccing 

the department of revenue and it worked. 

 

Anthony Brown Cannabis provider. Marijuana is misclassified as manufacturing. He explained 

the differences. There is no need for additional verbiage to restrict. He explained this supports 

his family.  The fertilizer used on the pear orchards are far more offensive than marijuana. 
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Marijuana is the most regulated. He discussed hops being grown in Washington and they do 

not have the kind of regulation as Marijuana has. Sending people out of our county to sell 

their product does no good.  

 

Michael Buffalo Mazzetti Tonasket in favor of cannabis. Recognize the medical benefit of the 

herb and to restrict the ability of it being grown is a disservice to our nation. Now we are 

recognizing the benefits. It used to be the second or third medicine prescribed. It grows from 

the ground and therefore it is agriculture. He needs the regulation to be clear. It is only fair to 

apply common sense and require that it be clearly written. He encouraged restriction for both 

hemp and cannabis as Hemp can affect the cannabis in a negative way. He strongly asked to 

ensure that marijuana operations regulations stay reasonable for those who grow cannabis in 

this county.  

 

Jeremy Moberg president of Sungrowers. We are lucky to have this problem. The reason we 

are looking at this issue is because it was allowed to be grown out doors. Now instead of 

restricting it we need to support it. We are leading as producers in the county. We need to 

encourage processing here so it isn’t going to the West side. The only real money is in 

processing. The market is in Seattle. There are many issue surrounding it but we cannot lose 

the benefits. He thinks we have gotten in a mess regarding hemp and cannabis. It is not for 

the commissioners to determine whether it is agriculture or not. The state agencies are 

beginning to address this. If the workers are farming then L&I has to collect accordingly. 

Leave it to the state to make the determination. He believes we need security in the 

conditions and the CUP doesn’t offer that. Develop a permit and come up with restriction in 

the CUP process and some with RCW he recommended the commissioners develop a permit 

for marijuana. CUP is a tool for opposition to rehash every year. He put some context into the 

size of the industry is worth over $100,000 and conducted on less than 100 acres.  

 

 

Matthew Frijoni Wolf Creek Road. Concerns over the classification of marijuana have been 

discussed he added that his crop smells only one month of the year whereas many other 

agriculture activities with much stronger smells are not a concern. There are many farms 

concerned about hemp farms being able to be planted next door to a cannabis grow. 

 

Jamie Kurtis Smith Executive Director. Proposition was submitted to the commissioners. 

Appreciates being part of the process. Over all the industry agrees outlining conditions and 

language of legal water source. If regulated as farmers then be responsible. She brought to 

the boards attention a submitted document which outlines the history. It was submitted 

previously for the record. She discussed the administrative permit allowing adequate oversite 

and keep in compliance.  

 

Kim Herriman appreciates the job the board does. He supports the recommendation of WSIA. 

He discussed the fencing issues and his willingness to be a good neighbor. He discussed the 
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conditional use permit. He encouraged the commissioners to consider 20 years down the 

road. 

 

Dean Taplett He is a 40 year Okanogan county farmer and most recently a cannabis farmer. 

He echoed the concerns about siting cannabis as other than agriculture. One concern about 

exempt well supplying water. The way it is written he would like that any water supplied 

outside would not apply to the exempt well 5,000 ceiling. He wished the commissioners luck. 

 

Kurt Dannison Planner for five cities. Airports are essential public facilities. All airports rely on 

state and federal money for improvement. The feds ask about land regulations that have 

protection of airports. The cities have very little ability to affect what happens on the land they 

own for airports. One section was recommended by airport and another section that doesn’t 

provide the level of protection needed.  

 

Chris Branch dittoed what Mr. Danison said. He added that marijuana operations might be 

compatible with airports. The other issue is conditional use permits. Many years ago he went 

to a short course in planning where he was warned to stay away from Conditional Use 

Permits (CUP). For the CUPS that go before a hearings examiner, it is really important to 

have a Hearings Examiner that really knows their stuff. If appeals go to commissioners the 

emotion is what drives those decisions and those then go to superior court. There is a letter 

from Futurewise that made many good points about water and the cost of servicing those 

land uses.  

 

James Solvano represent 34 people in marijuana operations employment. They do not 

approve of the manufacturing classification for cannabis. It is agriculture.  

 

Lynette Peterson CEO of Kerman construction compliance officer of her indoor grow with the 

largest indoor grow in the county. She invited neighbors to voice their concerns and they did. 

The CUP is not going to address all the concerns. She stated sugar beet smell really bad and 

explained many other agriculture crops on the land smell also. Don’t condemn something that 

is doing so much good in the county. She explained employment of 20 people all year round 

and it will get bigger. CUP will hinder their ability to grow. They are here to fight for her 

community. We all smell in one way or another. Losing whatever revenue we have coming 

into the county by shutting down a business just for the way it smells doesn’t make sense.  

 

Ezra Believes the code will work. Hemp is definitely coming and the state has not worked out 

the details. The department of agriculture works out cross pollination issues and 

recommended our code also address it now. The definition of agriculture in Olympia only did 

so in the tax code. It didn’t touch the other areas of state code. Only in regards to the tax 

code. The department of agriculture definition of exempt well was explained. There was 

allowance in every zone code in the state and he suggested the board not be liberal to invite 

future operators within neighborhoods that might not be compatible with the 69.509 act which 
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allows his business to sell product at below the THC threshold. 501 producers can produce 

hemp right now and sell products to anyone like Safeway as long as the product is below .2% 

THC. If we make the distinction between cannabis and Hemp. The 501 producers today could 

be the hemp producers tomorrow and suggested the board consider that.  

 

Sandy Mackie special council on land use affairs. He explained the EIS doesn’t address all 

the items. The CUP runs to the land not the operator and does not expire and is good unless 

you violate the terms. CUP is presumed to be a legal use. The EIS talked about the fact. 

There must be very good reason for the condition. Two items he wanted to express is the EIS 

recommended civil enforcement administratively and he asked the board to adopt that 

language. The second thing is the Exempt well statute RCW 90.40.050 where DOE issued a 

new guidance on exempt well that is being adopted into the code one thing to be aware of 

any water affect federal water cannot be used by cannabis. Lawful nonconforming use.   

 

Commissioner DeTro brought up a concern of the Health Dept. Director Huston stated Public 

health recommended insertion of marijuana waste. The idea for adopting in our code it allows 

us to enforce them. The document Mackie referred to and will be included into the record. At 

this point the record should be clear no one else wished to testify. Commissioner DeTro 

asked if anyone else wished to speak.  

 

Ron Mackie Ski industry. He has sat in many meeting where the question was how we get 

more money into Okanogan County and these people behind him want to do a business that 

brings income into the county and we should consider that.  

 

Commissioner DeTro closed public comment and opened up to staff.  

 

Director Huston stated time is set aside tomorrow to continue the hearing. The record may 

remain open for legal analysis. Commissioner DeTro thought that would be good because 

many of the comments are very lengthy and would like more time to review the material. 

Commissioner Campbell agree that leaving the record open for legal advice and closing 

public testimony would be agreeable. Commissioner Kennedy also agreed. She added that 

she wants to ensure enough time is considered to make thorough discussion of the issues.  

 

Mr. Mackie stated he is available tomorrow and Friday July 22. Mr. Mackie stated the Court of 

appeals, out of Whatcom County, said that should counties align with the ecology guidelines. 

Director Huston. 

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to continue the Public Hearing to Wednesday, July 13 at 

10:00 a.m. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Approve Consent Agenda 
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Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the consent agenda items 1-3 as presented. 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

1. Commissioners Proceedings June 29, 2016, July 5, 2016 

2. Memorandum of Understanding AFSCME Local Union No.846-B  

3. CDBG Public Services Grant Request #12 for $15,920.10 

 

Motion DIVCO Service Agreement 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the DIVCO service agreement and authorized the 

chairman to sign. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioner DeTro adjourned the 5:20 p.m. 

 


